
Course Overview

Humanities I/English 9 World Literature 

The study of humanities focuses on HUMANS—the ways we think, the ways we have formed cultures and civilizations, the ways we have shaped history. In Humanities I, we will discover cultures and civilizations that have formed the world as we know it, and we will discover what our impact has been on history.  We will uncover connections and relationships with people in Africa, ancient Greece, Mexico, and other people around the world as we think about what our responsibilities are as a global community in the present.

Through the lens of our ‘Essential Questions’, we will study novels, plays, poems, films, documents, texts, stories and essays, as well as other works by authors and artists from around the world. We will approach these works from multiple points of view, in order to learn to be effective critical thinkers. We will ask powerful questions as we move beyond the surface details of the works we study in order to understand them deeply and to make important connections between what we study and our own lives and world.

Throughout the year we will work with the following questions as well as others as we read, write, and discuss:

What does it mean to be human? How are we similar to or different from other living things?  How do we define good and evil?  What are some things that influence human behavior?

 
What is culture?  What sets one culture apart from another?  How have different cultures 
interacted with one another throughout history?  How and why have some cultures been 
judged better than others?  How do cultures change?  What are some positive and negative outcomes of change in cultures and traditions?  What is civilization?  What does it mean to be civilized?  Which cultures have been labeled civilized and uncivilized throughout history?  Why? How does art (literature, music, painting, sculpture, drama) play a role in culture, in civilization, in being human?  How is the arts part of the human experience? What are our responsibilities as members of a global community?

As we learn we will make connections between our work in English (World Literature) and our work in Social Studies (World History) classes.

 

Areas of Study:
*Reading process - previewing, reading, reflecting and reviewing.

*Writing process - prewriting to explore ideas, rough drafts, work-shopping drafts with classmates, editing and revising, publishing/presenting.

*Listening, speaking, presenting - These skills are important for both small group and full class activities and discussions, for group and individual presentations and performances, and for effective communication in general.

*Critical thinking and observation - All assignments and assessments are structured to encourage you to reflect, respond, and think critically about course content and your learning.

*Vocabulary, usage, and grammar - Work on these skills will be integrated throughout the course.

 Throughout the year we will study the structure of stories, poems, plays, films, documents, essays, texts, and other non-fiction, and examine the ways in which they communicate meaning. Along with reading assignments, you will complete several formal and informal writing assignments as well as projects and presentations.
Some of the major works we will be centralizing our work on are: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Animal Farm, Persepolis, Maus, Night, The Iliad, and Romeo and Juliet. 

Standards:  This course will focus on the Minnesota State 9-12 Language Arts standards.
 

Assessment:

 Includes in-class participation points, major and minor in-class and homework assignments, quizzes, tests, small group work, large group discussions, presentations, and portfolios.  Teachers and students will monitor student progress together.

 

Grades:

 Grades are based on percentage of points earned through assignments and participation:
 A = 93%
A- = 90%
B+ = 87%
B = 83%
B- = 80%
C+ = 77%
C = 73%


C- = 70
D+ = 67%
D = 63%
D- = 60%
F = 59% - 0

Academic Responsibility/Daily Expectations:

Bring paper, pens, supplies, planner, and assignments to class.  Be on time, participate, listen and contribute in large group discussions and small group work, and complete assignments on time.  Assignments must be turned in on time. However, you should turn in the assignment for some credit rather than take a zero. One week before the end of the term will be the FINAL deadline for late work.  You are responsible for keeping track of assignments. 

If you are absent or tardy it is your responsibility to get the work you missed. You can see me before or after class to obtain your missing assignments.

 

You will also need to bring an open mind and imagination ready to explore new ideas, concepts, perspectives, and views and an ability to respect others’ ideas, concepts, perspectives, and views.
We strongly encourage students to obtain their own personal copies of each text to allow them to mark and highlight for a close reading of the text and to help them prepare for class discussions.  
 

Attendance and Tardy Policy:

Because it is impossible to duplicate classroom learning, and because you will work often with a partner and in groups, please plan to be in class and on time.  We will follow South High’s tardy and attendance policies.  Tardies and absences will affect your grade! 
Hall Passes:
You will receive four hall passes for each quarter. Use these for trips to locker, lavatory, etc. You will not receive any more. Use them wisely! 
Participation:

“Participation” includes what you contribute, how you work with others, and your presence and behavior in class. You are expected to be involved in class activities throughout every period. Warm-ups and discussion count toward a participation grade. 

Website:

I have created a website that will have a calendar of activities, due dates, assignments, and a message board where you can contact me or other students in the class if you have questions or want to discuss the texts. 

Supplies Needed (preferably by the end of the week):

3 ring binder

Loose leaf paper

5 sectional dividers

Pens/pencils

Recommended Supplies:

Travel drive (for storing typed assignments)

Teacher Contact Information:

	TEACHER:

Mrs. Schneider
	Subject:

English 9-World Literature
	ROOM: # 146
	EMAIL:

Nicole.schneider@mpls.k12.mn.us


	Website:

http://www.classhomework.com/schneider
	Phone:

612-668-4315
	
	I do accept work through email.


KEEP THIS SYLLABUS IN YOUR 3 RING BINDER!!!!!
August 30, 2010
Dear Parents:

I am pleased to have your child in my class this year. In order for it to be a successful year, I do ask for your assistance in making sure your child is doing what is required and expected of them. To do this I ask you to please read this class syllabus thoroughly. Please detach the bottom section and have your student return it to class stating that you and your child have read, understand, and will abide by the class requirements and expectations. If you should have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s performance in my class please feel free to contact me.  The phone number provided below is my direct number to the classroom. I please ask that you do NOT call during times I have class (8:30-11:45 and 12:40-2:10). 
Teacher Contact Information:

	TEACHER:

Mrs. Schneider
	Subject:

English 9-World Literature
	ROOM: # 146
	EMAIL:

Nicole.schneider@mpls.k12.mn.us


	Website:

http://www.classhomework.com/schneider
	Phone:

612-668-4315
	
	I do accept work through email.


Thank you and I look forward to you and your child’s participation in my course.

Sincerely,

Nicole Schneider

ESL/ELA teacher

______________________________________________________________________________________________
I have read and understand the contents of the Humanities English course syllabus in its entirety. I understand the format and expectations of this class and by signing below I agree to fulfill all of the requirements to the best of my abilities.

______________________________
__________________________________
_______________

Student name
(print)


Student signature



 Date

______________________________

_______________

Parent/Guardian signature


Date                     

Phone #__________________________
Email: ________________________________________
